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and spread thence over the whole world......It is

abstractly conceivable that the history of religions
might have a similar ending; that some one

religion  might at   last   prevail   and   abide......If

our civilisation has become cosmopolitan and
perpetual through its knowledge of the laws of life
and nature, alike knowledge of the laws of religious
life, social and individual, might give the same
overwhelming advantage to some one religion.
This would not mean finality, but the right direc-
tion of the course of development; the discovery
of a free and open road, after many vain excursions

up blind alleys......Should this in  the course of

time shape itself out of the present historical and
psychological study of existing and bygone reli-
gions, it could not fail to exert a powerful influence
on the various living embodiments of the religious
idea; of which none could long survive which was
known to defy the laws of its life.

GEORGE TYRRELL.

(In " Christianity at the Cross-roads, )

BELIGION AND POLITICS,

......RELIGION as a working force in  our world

becomes inevitably political.

But how? What in the political sphere shall be
the scope of its work, and what the means by which
it shall carry it on ? The work is obvious : it is the
removal of obstacles to the highest human welfare,